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Let us pray,

Dear Father in Heaven, 

we come into your Holy Presence this afternoon 

as people in need of healing.

Some of us have aches and pains, illness or disease.


Others have broken hearts with disappointment, frustration, anger or fear.



Some of us need spiritual healing 

and for others, unforgiveness and broken relationships need healing.

Father, You know exactly what each one of us needs.


Thank You, that You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 

to heal us in ways that no one else can.

Open our ears and hearts to hear Your Words of healing for us today.


Transform us as You choose.



We submit to Your Will 

and pray these things in the most precious Name of Jesus, 

our Lord and Savior.  Amen.

--

‘Disclaimer’:

As I share some exciting new insights through the Word of God with you today, 

I would like you to remember that I am NOT a medical doctor, 

and that not only I, but also Almighty God 

holds medicine and physicians in very high respect.

I am thrilled that someone special in our midst has studied medicine 

and that the Lord is using Him to heal needy people.

As most of you know, I have also experienced 

miraculous healing through prayer 

in my own body and in that of others.

--

I am so glad that our risen Lord Jesus Christ still heals 

and raises people from the dead 

through servants that obey His voice!

God Himself takes the initiative in offering His healing to us!


He wants to heal our spirits 

by making us spiritually alive 

through faith in Jesus Christ.


He wants to heal our souls 

by transforming our hearts and minds 

through the power of the Holy Spirit at work in His children.


He wants to heal our bodies 

as we trust in His power to heal 

through medicine, forgiveness, divine intervention 

or any other way He chooses.

--

I hope that we can all agree that God is the author of life.



He created the universe and everything in it, including each one of us!


Because we know that 

‘all the days ordained for us were written in His book 

before one of them came to be’ (Ps 139:16), 

we also know that God determines when and how we will die.

Without believing in the Triune God 

who loves us, always desires our very best, 

and transcends the laws of nature, 

we will not be able to understand what happens 

in the wonderful story we shall now take a closer look at.

--

I feel that some deeper truths come to light in this story 

when we take a closer look at some of the key words in the original text.

1. Gk: iatros = physician
Elsewhere in NT Jesus uses the term in quoting the proverb:


“Iatre [physician], heal yourself” (Lk 4:23)

“It is not the healthy who need a ‘iatros’ [doctor]” (Mt 9:12//)

and Col 4,14 “Luke, the iatros [physician], greets you!”

The story begins by presenting a very sick woman to us.


In all 3 synoptic Gospels we are told 

that she had been suffering of a flow of blood for 12 years.

In v. 26 we learn that she had taken her illness seriously.


She had been to many physicians [iatroi],

and spent all her money on finding the cure.

The Bible does not tell us this to say we should not go to a doctor or a specialist.


I think it tells us 2 things:

1) she did everything she was able to do

2) she was desperate enough to spend all she had for the sake of being healed

--

Then this woman hears about Jesus!


We don’t know exactly what she had been told, 

but what we do know, is that she somehow believed 

that if she could touch Jesus’ garment, she would be healed!

In Luke 6:19 we read about the following incident:


“the people all tried to touch Jesus, 

because power was coming from Him and healing them all.”

Since the story of this hemorrhaging woman in the Gospel of Luke 

is found in chapter 8, 

this may well have been what she had heard about Jesus!

--

2. Gk: sozo = to save
What most translations, however, do not reveal, 

is that the hope of this woman was for more than just being cured.

In verse 28 she tells herself that, “If I just touch His clothes, I will be ‘sothesomai.’”


This is the future form of the verb ‘sozo’ which means to be saved.



It is also the word from which ‘salvation’ [soteria] comes from! 

In other words, this woman had understood, 

that Jesus was not just another doctor.


She wanted everything that Jesus was able to give her.



She wanted total healing!

--

3. Gk: iaomai = 
a) literally: to be cured, healed

b) figuratively: to be freed from some kind of evil

This is the root of the word ‘iatros’ [physician], 

and also tells us something about the understanding of illness 

in the Ancient Near East.

Besides clearly physical causes such as cuts or bruises, 

most illness was deemed to be caused by an attack from an outside power.


These included gods, demons, magical powers such as curses, 

or illness as a result of punishment for sins.

Because illness came from an outside power, 

another outside power had to free a sick person from his or her infirmity.

We know that medicine was used around 3,000 BC in Egypt, 

and that in a special way the Greeks of the 5th and 6th Centuries BC 

based their medicine on empirical studies.

The underlying understanding, however, remained 

that a sick person had to be freed from a disease or illness.

In v. 29 the woman who had touched the fringe of Jesus’ cloak 

knew immediately that she had been 

‘iatai’ [= cured] of her affliction.

Here’s how the NIV translates verse 29:


“Immediately her bleeding stopped 

and she felt in her body 

that she was freed from her suffering.”

The Greek original is much more graphic in its description of what happened.


Literally it says: 

“Immediately her fountain of blood was dried up 

and she knew in her body 

that she had been cured from the affliction.”

When this woman touched the fringe of Jesus’ cloak, 

she felt something physical happen to her.


The ‘fountain of blood’ that she had lived with for 12 years 

had stopped in an instant!

This is what none of the doctors had been able to do.


‘She knew in her body,’ not just in her head, 

‘that she had been cured from the affliction.’

--

4. Gk: ‘mastix’ = affliction, flogging
Neither of the 2 Greek words ‘normally’ used for disease or illness is used here [vosos / astheneia]

The Greek word translated here as ‘affliction’ or ‘suffering’ 

is the same word that is also used for ‘whip’ or ‘flogging device.’ [mastix]


In Act 22:24 the same word is used for torture 

[lit: examined by whipping] 

and in Heb 11:36, it is used for heroes of faith 

who were flogged or whipped.

In other words, this woman was really suffering of far more than just discomfort!

When the blood stopped flowing and the pain was gone, 

she knew that whatever it was that had afflicted her was gone!


She was ‘freed from her suffering.’ [NIV]

--

So why did this woman hide in the crowd after being cured?

Jesus also felt something at the very moment the woman was cured.


In v. 30 we read that,



“Jesus realized that power had gone out from Him.”

We know from Luke 6:19 that this wasn’t the only time 

‘power had gone out from him [to heal the sick].”

So why didn’t Jesus just let the woman go?

--

When the woman realized that Jesus was looking for her, 

she ‘came and fell at His feet and, trembling with fear, 

told Him the whole truth.’ (v. 33)

Did Jesus want to punish her?


Why was she scared of Jesus?

--

What Jesus says to the women can help us answer some of these questions.

--

Jesus begins by saying: “Daughter, your faith has healed you.” (v. 34)

By addressing the woman as “daughter,” 

he includes her in a personal relationship with Himself!


Compared to other Gospel accounts of healing, 

this does not seem to be a privilege Jesus grants everyone.

But now it is also important to recognize the Greek word that Jesus uses here.

Jesus literally says: “Daughter, your faith has saved you.”


He uses the same word ‘sozo’ that the woman used 

when she expressed her wish for total healing, for salvation! (v. 28)

The moment this woman had touched Jesus’ clothes, 

the bleeding stopped, and the word ‘iaomai’ is used.


Her physical condition had been cured, 

but she was not yet totally healed 

in the way she had hoped to be ‘saved.’

Obviously the woman was happy that Jesus had freed her from her affliction, 

and decided that this would be enough for her.

Jesus, who noticed that ‘power had gone out from Him,’ 

wanted to give whoever it was that was cured, 

a chance to be completely healed!

Once the woman overcame her fear, came to Jesus 

and told Him the whole truth about what had happened, 

Jesus could also heal her soul and spirit!

By calling her His daughter, she knew that she was forgiven!


By telling her that her faith had not just healed, but had saved her, 

she knew that she had received 

the total healing that she had longed for.

--

But Jesus doesn’t stop there!


He says, “Go in peace, and be healed from your affliction.”

4. Gk: hygies = healing, health
Our English word ‘hygiene’ comes from this Greek word ‘hygies.’


The word ‘hygies’ is also used in the sense of clean and pure 

in the OT translation of the LXX of Lev 13:9-17.

When the priest sees that sores and raw flesh 

have turned into new, white skin, 

he is to declare the formerly infected person now as ‘clean,’ as ‘hygies!’

In addition, ‘hygies’ is mostly used to translate the Hebrew word shalom’ in the LXX!

Now Jesus says, “Go in peace and be ‘hygies’ from your affliction!”

In other words, when her flow of blood had stopped, 

the woman was cured, but not yet cleansed and fully healed!

Now Jesus uses both Greek terms for ‘shalom’ to let her know 

that she is at ‘peace’ with God 

and ‘cleansed’ from her terrible disease!

--

Now that we have realized that the original Greek words 

tell us much more than our English translations, 

let’s see what the implications might be for us today.

1. When we are ill, we deeply long for complete healing.

Just like the woman in our story, 

we long for salvation – total healing of body, soul and spirit.

Most often, this begins with going to a doctor 

and receiving the appropriate treatment for the ailment we have.

Sometimes, as with the bleeding woman in our story, 

the doctors are not able to help.


Very often, that is when people come and ask for healing prayer, 

and this sometimes results in miracles 

that cannot be explained in medical terms.

God, however, is sovereign and should not be treated like a slot machine.


He answers our prayers in His way and in His time.  

Not always as we would like Him to!

--

2. Very often, however, we are like the woman who stops at the cure.

We’re happy to get over the flu, be cancer-free 

or get rid of whatever disease or illness we may have had.

Then we go on with our life as if nothing had ever happened!

Is this the kind of healing God desires for us?

--

The story of the 10 lepers in Luke 17:12-19 might help us in understanding this.


All 10 call out in a loud voice and say, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”


When Jesus saw them, He said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.”


And as they went, they were cleansed.


One of them, when he saw he was healed [iathe ie. cured], 

came back, praising God in a loud voice.  

He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked Him – and he was a Samaritan.  

Jesus asked, “Were not all 10 cleansed [ekatharisthesav]?  

Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?”  

Then Jesus said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well/ 

has saved [sozo] you.”

All 10 lepers were cured of their disease 

[the same word ‘iaomai’ is used 

as when the bleeding stopped for the woman who touched Jesus’ cloak].

This is the root of the word ‘iatros’ = physician, doctor!

But the one Samaritan leper did the same thing the cured woman did 

when she had overcome her fear – he threw himself at the feet of Jesus!

Only then were both pronounced ‘sozo’ – truly healed and saved!

--

3. If we also desire total healing from Jesus, 

we must come to Him and tell Him the whole truth!

When James talks about healing in chapter 5:16, he says,


“Therefore confess your sins to each other 

and pray for each other so that you may be healed [iaomai].”

He also says, 

“Is any one of you sick?  

He should call the elders of the church to pray over him 

and anoint him with oil in the Name of the Lord.  

And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well 

[sozo ie. Will save him]; the Lord will raise him up.  

If he has sinned, he will be forgiven.” (Jas 5:14-15)

We need to understand healing in the biblical sense 

as more than just being cured of illness or disease.

Only when we include the spiritual dimension 

of forgiveness, cleansing and healing 

are we truly made whole again.

Let’s not shortchange ourselves and others 

of the true blessings God has in store for us.

Illness and disease are one way that God uses to get our attention.


When we focus on Jesus as the ultimate doctor, 

we should ask Him to bless the doctor and medicine 

for our physical cure, 

but also ask Jesus for His spiritual diagnosis 

so that we can truly be healed and saved!

Let me close by reading a story experienced by Dr Daniel Fountain as related in his book called, “God, Medicine and Miracles – the Spiritual Factor in Healing.” (p. 230ff)

